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The	brahminy	blindsnake	(Indotyphlops braminus),	is	uni-
sexual	and	reproduces	by	parthenogenesis.	this	breeding	

strategy	and	its	capacity	to	survive	in	pots	and	small	contain-
ers	used	for	plant	cultivation	and	sometimes	international	
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First record of the Brahminy Blindsnake, 
Indotyphlops braminus (squamata: typhlopidae), 

in cuba
luis	m.	díaz1	and	Antonio	Cádiz2

1museo	nacional	de	historia	natural	de	Cuba,	habana	Vieja,	Cuba	(luisfromcuba@yahoo.es)
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photographs	by	the	senior	author.
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Fig. 1.	brahminy	blindsnake	(Indotyphlops braminus;	mnhnCu	5071),	from	lawton,	havana	City,	Cuba	with	details	of	the	head	in	dorsal	and	lateral	
views.	the	dark	dorsal	and	ventral	surfaces	readily	distinguish	this	foreign	species	from	native	typhlopids.
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transportation	are	characteristics	of	a	very	successful	colonizer	
(mcKeown	1996,	bomford	et	al.	2009,	powell	et	al.	2011).	
the	species	is	the	most	widely	distributed	snake	on	earth.	
From	its	presumed	original	distribution	in	southeastern	Asia	
(storr	1981,	wallach	2008),	it	has	invaded	tropical	and	sub-
tropical	regions	throughout	the	world	and	is	now	known	
from	Africa,	Australia,	japan,	the	united	states	(including	the	
hawaiian	Islands),	Central	America,	and	the	lesser	Antilles	
(wallach	 2008,	Kraus	 2009).	 In	 the	Caribbean	 islands,	
these	snakes	have	been	reported	from	Anguilla,	Aruba,	st.	
Christopher,	barbados,	guadeloupe,	mustique,	the	turks	
&	Caicos,	Curaçao,	and	st.	eustatius	(powell	et	al.	2011).	
west	Indian	populations	might	have	been	introduced	from	
Florida	(powell	et	al.	2011),	but	sanchez	and	lópez-Forment	
(1988)	suggested	that	at	least	some	mexican	populations	can	
be	traced	to	the	philippines.
	 here	we	report	on	five	individuals	of	Indotyphlops brami-
nus	recorded	in	two	localities	in	the	City	of	havana.	Four	
of	them	were	deposited	in	the	herpetological	collection	of	
museo	nacional	de	historia	natural	de	Cuba	(mnhnCu	
5071–4).	three	specimens	(mnhnCu	5071–3;	Fig.	1)	were	
collected	by	the	senior	author	in	loma	del	burro,	lawton,	
municipality	of	10	de	octubre,	havana	City	(23°06’00’’n;	
82°21’24’’w;	38m	above	sea	level)	on	23	and	30	july	2014.	
Another	specimen	(mnhnCu	5074)	was	found	by	the	junior	
author	in	playa,	havana	City	(23°06’25’’n;	82°25’18’’w)	on	
26	july	2014.	the	two	localities	are	about	7	km	apart,	sug-
gesting	that	this	species	is	broadly	established	and	might	still	
be	spreading.	Adult	specimens	had	total	lengths	of	125	mm	
(mnhnCu	5072),	139	mm	(mnhnCu	5071),	and	144	
mm	(mnhnCu	5174).	one	juvenile	(mnhnCu	5073)	
had	a	total	length	of	67	mm.	Robert	powell	confirmed	the	
identity	of	the	specimens	from	photographs.

	 the	snakes	were	found	active	at	night	(2000–2030	h)	on	
rainy	days	as	they	crossed	paved	walking	trails	or	were	col-
lected	directly	on	the	surface	of	the	ground.	In	addition,	a	
crushed	and	desiccated	individual	was	seen	but	not	collected	
on	22	August	2014	on	a	street	close	to	a	public	park	only	a	
few	meters	from	the	first	locality.
	 the	species	most	likely	was	introduced	in	Cuba	as	a	conse-
quence	of	importing	ornamental	plants,	as	has	been	suggested	
for	other	Caribbean	islands	(powell	et	al.	2011).	Although	the	
origin(s)	of	Cuban	populations	remain(s)	obscure,	national	
garden	and	agricultural	suppliers	might	be	contributing	to	the	
apparently	rapid	increase	in	distribution	within	the	country.
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