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Correction of the synonymy of a species of Longior Travassos & Kloss, 1958 
(Nematoda: Oxyuridomorpha: Hystrignathidae) from a Cuban passalid beetle 
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García & Coy (1994) described the hystrignathid nematode Longior alius García & Coy, 1994 parasitizing the passalid 
beetle Antillanax pertyi (Kaup, 1869) from Guantánamo province, Eastern Cuba. Morffe & García (2011) continued the 
studies on Cuban Longior and described L. longior Morffe & García, 2011. Morffe et al. (2018) redescribed L. longior 
with the aid of SEM and molecular techniques. In their research the authors studied Longior individuals from the same 
host species and a locality close to the type locality of L. alius and compared their morphology, measurements and DNA 
markers with other material of L. longior. As a result of this analysis Morffe et al. (2018) concluded that L. alius and L. 
longior are conspecific and proposed L. alius as a synonym of L. longior. 

The latter act violated the Principle of Priority (Article 23) in the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature 
(1999) by considering an older species (L. alius published in 1994) as synonym of a more recent species (L. longior pub-
lished in 2011). Therefore, we correct the latter issue by proposing that L. longior is a synonym of L. alius. Considering 
this the valid species of Longior from Cuba are L. alius, L. elieri García, Ventosa & Morffe, 2009 and L. similis Morffe, 
García & Ventosa, 2009 (García & Coy 1994; García et al. 2009; Morffe et al. 2009).   

Acknowledgements
We thank Dr. Mark Harvey (Western Australian Museum and Commissioner of the International Commission on Zoologi-
cal Nomenclature) for his very useful advice and critical review of the manuscript.

Literature cited
García, N. & Coy, A. (1994) Descripción de dos nuevas especies y registro de nuevos hospederos de nemátodos (Nematoda) de 

la región oriental de Cuba. Avicennia, 1, 13–17.
García, N., Ventosa, L. & Morffe, J. (2009) Dos especies nuevas de los géneros Lepidonema y Longior (Thelastomatoidea: 

Hystrignathidae) de la Isla de la Juventud, Cuba. Solenodon, 8, 1–7.
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, 4th edition. The 

International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature 1999, London, i–xxix, 306 pp.
Morffe, J. & García, N. (2011) On some Cuban species of the genus Longior Travassos & Kloss, 1958 (Oxyurida, Hystrignathi-

dae), with description of a new species. ZooKeys, 78, 1–14. 
	 https://doi.org/10.3897/zookeys.78.958
Morffe, J., García, N., Breugelmans, K. & Adams, B.J. (2018) Morphological examination and phylogenetic analysis clarify the 

taxonomic status of Cuban Longior Travassos & Kloss, 1958 (Nematoda: Thelastomatoidea: Hystrignathidae). Zootaxa, 
4399 (4), 521–542. 

	 https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4399.4.3
Morffe, J., García, N. & Ventosa, L. (2009) Longior similis sp. nov. (Thelastomatoidea: Hystrignathidae) parasite of Passalus 

interstitialis from western Cuba and new records of Longior zayasi. Solenodon, 8, 12–19.

mailto:nayla@ecologia.cu
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3979-8086
mailto:jans@ecologia.cu
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6105-2697

